
Amazon works with National Association of the Blind in Uttar Pradesh to introduce interactive
learning with Alexa in 100+ schools
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After a successful pilot with 10 schools in Basti, Gorakhpur and Lucknow, Amazon and NAB UP will place Echo smart speakers in 93 additional
schools, reaching 34,000+ students in the state

Lucknow, India – 21 November 2022 - Amazon and National Association of the Blind UP (NAB) have come together to introduce Echo smart
speakers in over 100 schools so that students can benefit from an interactive learning experience with the Alexa voice service. More than 34,000
students, with and without disabilities, from schools and Bachpan day care centres where the NAB state branch runs its inclusive education program
will benefit from this initiative.

SK Singh, Managing Trustee, National Association of Blind UP Head says, “By having Alexa in classrooms, teachers have noticed a substantial
increase in attendance in the classroom, habit of actively asking questions, confidence in young students and a significant improvement in spoken
English. Alexa is of great help when it comes to setting reminders for classes, keeping the children occupied and making learning more fun and
interactive. The simplicity of voice interactions with Alexa to ask for information and to get things done has proven to be of more assistance for people
with mobility and vision disabilities. This collaboration has opened up many avenues for equal and inclusive education and we look forward to more
fruitful results in the future.”

“NAB’s proactiveness to pilot the Alexa program in their network of schools is very encouraging. We are glad to be a part of their inclusive education
programme and make learning more fun and engaging for children”, says Dilip R.S., Country Manager for Alexa, Amazon India. “Alexa has a
number of resources and features that make it a useful aid to support learning. The simplicity of just asking for information makes it very easy to use”.

Earlier this year, Amazon as part of Alexa community programs and Alexa teams worked with the NAB state branch to introduce Amazon Echo smart
speakers as a teaching aid for educators in three districts of Uttar Pradesh–Lucknow, Gorakhpur, and Basti. Amazon donated Echo smart speakers in
10 schools and Bachpan day care centres, reaching more than 2,000 students. This includes a mix of children with and without disabilities, under 10
years. The Alexa team also trained 10 master facilitators from NAB, who further helped the teachers across schools to include Alexa in their
day-to-day teaching.

During the pilot, it was observed that children enjoyed learning with Alexa and using voice commands to ask questions from general knowledge to
mathematics, science, history, spellings, meaning of words, interactive skills to learn English and so on. The educators also used features like quizzes,
timers, and reminders to make studies more engaging for children. In addition to having a dedicated space in the school first students to interact with
Alexa, NAB teachers also used Echo smart speakers when providing home-based services to children having multi disability including blindness.

Over the next few months, the NAB state branch will continue to work with schools and Bachpan day care centres where they run an inclusive
education program to introduce students to Alexa and benefit from its features to improve their learning outcomes.

 

About Amazon
Amazon is guided by four principles: customer obsession rather than competitor focus, passion for invention, commitment to operational excellence,
and long-term thinking. Amazon strives to be Earth’s Most Customer-Centric Company, Earth’s Best Employer, and Earth’s Safest Place to Work.
Customer reviews, 1-Click shopping, personalised recommendations, Prime, Fulfillment by Amazon, AWS, Kindle Direct Publishing, Kindle, Fire TV,
Amazon Echo, and Alexa are some of the things pioneered by Amazon. For more information, visit www.aboutamazon.in and follow
@AmazonNews_IN.

About National Association for the Blind (NAB)
Established in 1952, NAB is a private, not-for-profit organization that provides services and support systems to the visually challenged across age
groups, genders and social and economic strata. NAB Uttar Pradesh State Branchstarted working from 2017 under NAB INDIA. In the year 2020, it
was registered as Charitable Trust and since then has established its individual Identity. It is also registered under 80G IT Act. NAB UP State Branch
serves persons with Visual Impairment as its main target audience and works towards their empowerment at all stages of their life such as educational
support, skill development, networking for aids and appliances support for career counselling as well community-based rehabilitation. Presently they
are working for inclusive education for the Visually Impairment children as well providing home-based services to children having multi disability
including blindness. Apart from this they are also conducting a Computer Training program for Visually Impairment children as well as students from
underserved communities or challenge socio-cultural set ups.
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